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Iceland – A leader in the use of Renewable Resources
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Space heating 1970-2014
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Source: Orkustofnun, 2014

Savings are up to 7% of GDP or equivalent to

3000 $ per capita per year, or 

12.000 $ per home with 4 persons, per year

Savings are defined as the difference in 
value between price of heating by oil and 
price of heating by GeoDH

% of GDP

Economic Benef i t s  

o f  Geothermal  D i s t r ic t  Heat ing
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Reduction in CO2 emissions 

in Reykjavík due to geothermal space heating



Tota l  sav ing in  Ice land f rom 1944 -2014 

amounts  to  350  mi l l ion  tons  o f  CO 2

 175 billion trees

 800.000 km2 of forrest

 Similar to the size of France and UK put together

+ 





In te rnat ional  Geothermal  P ro jects  

w i th  Ice landic  Par t ic ipat ion



Geothermal  D i s t r ic t  Heat ing 

Opt ions  and Poss ib i l i t ies  in  Europe  

Geothermal cities in Europe 

with district heating systems Geothermal heat at 2000 meters 



In te rnat ional  Cooperat ion  – EEA Grants   

Orkus to fnun is  Donor  P rogram Par tner



The Uni ted Nat ions Univers i ty 
G e o t h e r m a l  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m m e i n  I c e l a n d

U N U - G T P  F e l l o w s  i n  I c e l a n d  1 9 7 9 - 2 0 1 4  – 5 8 3  f r o m  5 8  c o u n t r i e s .  



Lessons learned from Icelandic 

Geothermal District Heating Policy

1. Harnessing a domestic natural resource

2. Economic opportunities and savings

3. Improve energy security   

4. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions

5. Establish new industries and employment opportunities

6. Increase innovation and export of knowledge

7. Improving quality of life


